Traditional medicinal uses for various human diseases of 54 angiospermic species from Shegaon, Sangrampur, Jalgaon (Jamod), Malkapur, Nandura, Motala and Khamgaon tehsils of Buldhana district (Maharashtra) are reported. Of these, applications of 36 species are unknown or little known. The folk medicines consist of a sole drug or a principal drug in combination with other drugs. The recent botanical name, local plant name, recipe, mode of administration, doses etc. are communicated as collected from the tribal and rural folks of the district. It is desirable to screen these species on modern scientific lines.
Introduction
Folk herbal medicinal practices have attracted attention in recent times worldwide. WHO estimated about 80% of world population in developing nations depending upon traditional medicines for their primary healthcare. Traditional knowledge is vanishing rapidly due to the forces of acculturation, industrialization, modern ization and fast depleting plant-wealth. It is, therefore, necessary to document ancient practices.
Buldhana district lies between, 19°51' and 21°17 north latitude and 75°57' and 56°59' east longitude. It is one of the district of Vidarbha region of Maharashtra. The ranges of Satpura and Ajanta mountains extend in the district. The forests belong mainly to the 'Southern tropical dry deciduous type.'
The district is inhabited by large section of rural and tribal population. The main occupation of the people is agriculture. They also depend largely on plant resources in their surroundings. Modern healthcare in the district is characterized by the deficient infrastructure and also beyond the reach of common people. The district has largely remained untapped for their indigenous plantlore. The present attempt, therefore, reports to fill in this lacuna.
Methodology
Remote villages and hamlets of Shegaon, Sangrampur, Jalgaon (Jamod), Malkapur, Nandura, Motala and Khamgaon tehsils of Buldhana district were surveyed. The native medicinal practices were gathered through interviewing local experienced informants, medicine men and women, heads of aboriginal communities, farmers and labourers. Repeated inquiries (5 to 10 informants) were made and the information was verified in different parts and seasons in the district. Plants and their parts were collected. Voucher specimens are housed in the Herbarium, P.G. Department of Botany of L. K. Dr. P. R. Ghogrey Science College, Dhule. Plant species have been deciphered by using flora by Cooke (1958) and Patil (2003) . The data was collected with reference to plant part/s or product used, local plant and disease name, recipe, doses, etc. It has been critically compared with the classical literature. Ambasta (1986) , Anonymous (1948 Anonymous ( -1976 , Jain (1991) and Watt (1889 Watt ( -1893 to point out little known or additional reports*. The plant species have been arranged alphabetically.
Enumeration

1.
Acacia nilotica (L.) Del. subsp. indica (Bth.) Brenan (Mimosaceae) Babul:Stems are debarked first and then dipped in water overnight. This infusion is used to gargle in case of mouth-ulcer. It is followed till cure.
2.
Achyranthes aspera L. (Amaranthaceae) Aghada, Khatara :Ash of entire plants is dissolved in water. It is boiled and salt is obtained. It is then applied on injuries in the region of anus caused due to piles and fissures etc. 54. Withania somnifera (L.) Dunal (Solanaceae) Ashwagandha :Roots are dried and powdered. One spoonful of it is homogenized in honey or milk. It is taken orally to remove impotency or as aphrodisiac.
Discussion
The present paper includes information on 54 plant species used as remedies for various human ailments such as mouth ulcer, piles, fissures, injuries, tooth-ache, eye-injuries, bone fracture, leucorrhoea, urinary complaints, joint-ache, kneeache, stomach-ache, tonsils, dysentery, cough, asthma, stammering in children, scabies, burns, flatulence, sperma torrhoea, diabetes, menstrual complaints, yellow urination and acidity. The common recipes include paste, oil, decoction, infusion, juice, fumes, powder and pellets. Generally sole drug is employed, except few cases wherein it is supplemented by other plant species e.g. Adhatoda zeylanica Medic., Piper nigrum L., P.betel L. and Zingiber officinalis Rosc., Cathranthus roseus (L.) G.Don. While preparing recipes, some additional plant products e.g. coconut oil; animal product e.g. animal milk or mother's milk, she-goat urine, curd and whey are used. The various plant parts like roots, leaves, stem, flowers, fruits and seeds are usually used, apart from the entire plants. The critical comparison of these uses with the classical literature indicated as many as 36 species/ applications undocumented hitherto for the said diseases. However, the claimed therapeutic value of these reported plant species call for modern scientific studies to establish their safety, efficacy and to perpetuate the indigenous knowledge of the people of the district.
